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Agreements with Mercosur and Mexico positive for EU dairy 

 

Eucolait applauds today’s decision by the European Commission to put the agreements with 
Mexico and Mercosur forward for adoption. This crucial step in the process means that conclusion 
of the agreements is finally within reach. 

These agreements constitute major successes for European trade policy at a particularly uncertain 
time in global politics and send a powerful message about the importance of upholding open, rule-
based trade.  

Both agreements will provide significant additional opportunities for the EU dairy sector, mainly 
in the form of tariff rate quotas. The agreements are also expected to streamline import 
procedures, help address longstanding non-tariff barriers and provide a strong foundation for 
enhancing the sustainability of global food systems.    

With a population of 131 million and a growing economy, the Mexican market offers ample 
potential for European companies. Cheese, casein and infant formula are the main dairy exports 
at present, exceeding € 250 million annually. In terms of concessions, EU dairy products will 
benefit from duty-free tariff rate quotas, including notably for cheese and milk powders, and gain 
free access for some products like yoghurt and blue cheese.  

The EU-Mercosur agreement is arguably the biggest trade deal ever. For dairy products, it contains 
balanced concessions mostly in the form of reciprocal tariff rate quotas which will be rolled out 
progressively over a 10-year period. Certain protein ingredients, lactose and liquids will eventually 
benefit from full duty-free treatment. EU dairy exports are expected to grow progressively from 
the current € 100 million.   

We call for the swift adoption and entry into force of both agreements.  
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